
 1 

A M B I T I O N ’ S  D E B T  
a film by devin e. haqq 

usa / narrative / digital 4k / 100 minutes 
 
 
 
 

 
 

contact 
 
Screening Inquiry:  
Josh Wick 
josh@imperfectfilms.com 
 
General Inquiry:  
Devin E. Haqq 
ambitionsdebtfilm@gmail.com 



 2 

Logline: 
 
Set against the backdrop of a post-apocalyptic world, the story follows the downfall of 
Rome’s most honored citizen, Marcus Brutus, as he conspires to assassinate Julius 
Caesar, in order to forestall tyranny and preserve democracy. 

Synopsis: 
 
During a parade for the feast of Lupercalia, a Soothdsayer warns Caesar to beware the 
Ides of March. Caesar ignores her and leads his entourage to the festival. 

Cassius and Brutus remain behind and speak of Caesar’s ambition to rule alone, a 
violation of the Roman political tradition of democracy. Cassius intimates that Rome 
looks to Brutus for leadership in this crisis. When left alone, Cassius tells the audience 
that Brutus, though a very important figure, is easy to manipulate and he plans to further 
influence him. 

During the night the conspirators meet in secret, gathering at Brutus’ house to win his 
support and solidify their plan. It is decided that the assassination will take place on the 
floor of the Senate the following day. 
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After a horrific nightmare, which foreshadows Caesar’s death, his wife, Calpurnia, pleads with 
him to stay at home. Caesar consents and resolves to stay at home for the sake of his wife’s 
peace of mind. However, the conspirators soon arrive and coax him out of doors, playing on 
his ego and desire for ultimate power. 

The act is done and Brutus is left reeling from the reality of what has just transpired. Only 
Marc Antony stands between them and a lasting peace ... or all out civil war. 

Brutus addresses the citizenry and wins their support. But when the people call for him to be 
the new Caesar, he flees, leaving Mark Antony free to whip the crowd into a bloodthirsty 
mob, bent on mutiny and revenge. Rome is set ablaze by riots and murder, forcing the 
conspirators to flee the city. Civil war ensues. 

The two opposing armies meet on the plains of Phillipi. After several skirmishes, Cassius 
mistakes friends for enemies, and believing the day is lost, commits suicide on the battlefield. 
Brutus, after seeing Caesar’s ghost on the field and fearing capture, likewise kills himself.  
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Production: 
 
From the creators of the mumblecore films The Assassin and Francis of Brooklyn, and the 
production company behind the indie hits Wendell and the Lemon, Obit, and 2016 Spirit 
Award Nominee, Out of My Hand, comes a new take on an old classic. 

This latest endeavor takes on William Shakespeare’s iconic depiction of the greatest 
assassination plot in history.  Filmed entirely on location in a Brooklyn industrial warehouse 
with an abstract expressionistic production design, it’s Mad Max meets William Shakespeare 
meets Lars Von Trier. 

Director’s Statement:  
 
Mainstream media send a not-so-subtle message that only white people can be heroes and 
make significant contributions to society. Only whites live fully realized complex lives. If a 
young person of color is fed a steady diet of movies, television shows, and plays in which 
characters that look like her exist only on the margins, how can we expect her to dream of 
taking center stage in school or work? If she is relegated to the role of supporting character 
in her own life, she risks losing the complexity and drive that motivates a story's hero to 
take her fate into her own hands and to move her own story -- her life -- forward. 
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Representation matters. Not only can we engender curiosity and a desire to learn, but 
when young people begin to see themselves as leaders, inspirational figures, heroes, and 
revolutionaries, they will begin to entertain the possibility that they, too, are capable of 
greatness, of making profound contributions to their communities. 
 
Though we lack representation, we have grown up looking for ourselves in white 
characters -- we do that because we have to, because we don't have enough options, but 
also because we have been conditioned to do so by the media we consume every day. But 
white people don't see themselves in characters of color. Not yet. This gap in our cultural 
existence prevents us from truly empathizing with one another on a meaningful level and 
from creating a more equitable society. As artists and consumers we have a responsibility 
-- and the ability -- to do better. 
 
 

-Devin E. Haqq, Director 

Director’s Bio: 
Devin E. Haqq is a native of Nashville, Tennessee and a graduate of the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival's Professional Actor Training MFA program. He has performed 
in numerous stage productions, around the regional United States and New York City, most 
recently appearing Off-Broadway in the New York premiere of David Harrower's  Knives 
in Hens at 59E59 Theaters. Devin also appeared in HBO's award winning ad campaign 
"Surprise", directed by Sam Mendes. As a filmmaker, Devin has produced four 
independent feature films, including the award winning "Francis of Brooklyn" (2012). In 
2007 he made his feature film directorial debut with "The Assassin".  “Ambition’s Debt” is 
Devin’s second feature film endeavor in the role of director. 
 
 
Cast: 
Caius Cassius – Peter McRobbie (Confirmation, Daredevil, Bridge of Spies) 

Marcus Antonius – Nathan Darrow (Wizard of Lies, House of Cards, Billions, Gotham) 

The Soothsayer – Kathleen Chalfant (The Affair, House of Cards) 

Calpurnia – Carra Patterson (Straight Outta Compton, Bloodline) 

Cinna – Pernell Walker (Pariah, Money Monster, The Butler, Annie) 

Julius Caesar – Devin E. Haqq (The Assassin, Francis of Brooklyn) 
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Crew: 
Director – Devin E. Haqq (The Assassin) 

Producers – Brandt Adams, Devin E. Haqq, George Lyon 

Executive Producers – Josh Wick, Devin E. Haqq, Tony Grocki, Kumi & Bill Martin 

Cinematographer – George Lyon 

Editor – Tony Grocki (Miller’s Crossing) 

Sound Re-Recording Mixer – Ron Bochar (Oscar Nomination for Money Ball) 

Production Designer – Haruka Kawasumi 

Costume Designer – Amanda Jenks 

Casting Director – Bess Fifer (The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, Netflix’s Daredevil) 

Composer – Mark Dunnett 


